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Executive Summary

Will the economic upturn finally come in 
2026? There is hope, at least for manufactur-
ers of plastic pipes. For some time, the Euro-
pean market for these products stagnated at 
around 5 million tonnes per year. However, 
Ceresana market researchers are now expect-
ing a slight recovery in demand: EU directives 
on drinking water (DWD) and urban waste 
water treatment (UWWTD) are gradually 
coming into force and driving the expansion 
of water pipe networks. Adapting to climate 
change and extreme weather events requires 
investment in new pipes. In addition, there is 
a growing need for empty conduits to protect 
power and telecommunication lines: For cable 
protection, often made of polyethylene, Cere-
sana expects growth of 1.7% per year.

Plastic Pipes for Indoor and Outdoor Use

The latest edition of Ceresana’s European 
plastic pipe market report distinguishes for 
the first time between in-building installations 
and external utility networks when it comes to 
the key figures for the two application areas 
“potable water” and “sewage”. The trend 
continues towards lightweight, durable plas-
tics: Old metal pipes are replaced with new 
pipes made of polypropylene random copoly-
mer (PP-R pipes) or cross-linked polyethylene 
(PE-X pipes), particularly during renovations. 
Glass fiber reinforced plastics (GRP) are used 
in particular for large pipes where rigidity and 
corrosion resistance are required. The market 
share of these pipes is still low. However, 
Ceresana’s industry analysis expects high 
growth of around 3% per year for GRP pipes, 
although the prospects for this depend on a 
few major projects. Ceresana is forecasting 
growth of 1.4% for polyethylene pipes, which 
are used in particular for potable water, irriga-
tion, and parts of gas networks. One of the 
reasons for the increasing demand for plastic 
pipes is the trend towards trenchless con-
struction methods, among other things.

Opportunities and Risks for Plastic Pipes

The European construction industry could 
recover from 2026 onwards. However, many 
construction projects are held up by bureau-
cratic approval procedures, a shortage of 
skilled workers, and rising construction and 
financing costs. Municipal projects are par-
ticularly affected by budget cuts; on the other 
hand, there are large government investment 
programs for infrastructure. With a “European 
Grid Package” and new “energy highways”, 
the European Union wants to expand the 
trans-European energy networks, especially 
the cross-border electricity, gas, and hydrogen 
pipelines. In addition to market data and fore-
casts, the new study also contains background 
information on the regulatory framework in 
the EU as well as the general economic situ-
ation and the situation in the construction 
industry in various European countries (in-
cluding important companies, construction 
activities, investments, planned construction 
projects).

Market Study “Plastic Pipes – Europe”:

Chapter 1 analyzes the entire European mar-
ket for plastic pipes and provides forecasts up 
to the year 2034. Key figures are provided on 
revenues (split by 7 applications) as well as 
demand (split by 7 applications, 5 plastic 
types, and 4 construction segments) and 
production volumes (split by 4 plastic types).
	
Chapter 2 provides specific market data for 23 
European countries: Revenues, imports and 
exports, production and demand volumes. 
	  
Chapter 3 provides company profiles of the 59 
largest plastic pipe manufacturers in Europe, 
for example of Aalberts, Aliaxis, Geberit, 
Georg Fischer, Pipelife, POLYPLASTIC, Rehau, 
Tessenderlo, Viega, and Wavin.
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Ceresana – Your Partner in Market Research

As one of the world’s leading institutes for market 
research, we have been specializing in the areas of 
mobility, chemicals, plastics, packaging, industri-
al goods, and bio-economy for the past 22 years.

10,000 customers have already benefited from 
our analyses and forecasts. You too can choose 
from our wide range of market studies to gain 
the knowledge base for your company’s success!
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Thank you for your trust!
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Among the 10,000 customers who 
already trust us are:

Our market studies provide you 
with the knowledge to…

… further develop your business

… gain competitive advantages

… assess investments and innovations

… identify new business partners, target 
    groups, and markets

… anticipate risks and opportunities

… forecast supply and demand

… analyze value chains

… determine future trends and technologies

In short: strengthen your 
company.

Producers, processors, traders, suppliers, •	
as well as engineering companies

Associations, institutes, consultants, •	
banks, investors, founders, freelancers, 
entrepeneurs, and service providers

Executive boards, finance, business •	
development, strategic planning, market  
research, marketing, sales, distribution, 
R&D, and procurement

Who benefits in particular:
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Ceresana
Mainaustr. 34
78464 Konstanz
Germany

+49 7531 94297 0 

info@ceresana.com

www.ceresana.com

Please do not hesitate to contact 
us if you have any questions.

https://ceresana.com/en


Click on Any Topic to Receive Further Details on Our Current Studies:
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Bioplastic Films – World

Bioplastic Packaging – World

Biobased Solvents – Europe / – World

Biobased Surfactants – Europe / – World

Reliable Data and Facts for Your Knowledge Advantage:
Revenues, demand, production, import, and export until 2034•	
Macroeconomic and sector-specific explanations per country•	
Segmentation into applications, technologies, and products•	
7 world regions and up to 40 countries•	
Profiles from manufacturers with capacities•	
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