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Executive Summary

Around the world, green is considered the 
color of new beginnings, of growth, of life. 
However, finding truly “green” pigments is a 
challenge: cadmium, cobalt, copper and other 
heavy metals can be dangerous, while natural 
earth colors are less durable and more diffi-
cult to process. Nevertheless, the outlook 
for these small, coloring particles is predomi-
nantly positive: global demand will increase to 
14.5 million tonnes per year by 2032, accord-
ing to the latest, eighth Ceresana report.

The construction industry is the main cus-
tomer for pigments

By far the most important sales market for 
pigments are paints and coatings, which con- 
sumes around 5 million tonnes per year. 2.5 
million tonnes of this is accounted for by inte-
rior and exterior paints for the construction in-
dustry. There are major regional differences in 
the use of pigments, which is why Ceresana’s 
study examines the applications paints and 
coatings, plastics and printing inks in detail, 
along with their respective submarkets.

Colorful plastics, building materials, inks

Plastics are the second largest area of applica-
tion. Around 1.4 million tonnes of pigments 
are used every year for packaging alone. Pig-
ments are also used for numerous industrial 
plastic products. They are followed by con-
struction materials, printing inks and paper. In 
the case of printing inks, the use of pigments 
in offset printing predominates with a share of 
51%, ahead of flexo printing, which is primar-
ily used for labels, corrugated cardboard, and 
films. 

TiO2, iron oxides & carbon black sell the best

Organic pigments can be produced in part 
from biogenic materials – but currently only 

account for a small share of the global market. 
The best-selling pigment types are inorganic 
pigments, especially metal salts. Around 60% 
of total pigment demand is accounted for by 
the white pigment titanium dioxide (TiO2), 
which is mainly used for paints and coatings. 
Iron oxide pigments, the most widely used 
inorganic color pigments, come in second, fol-
lowed by carbon black, which is mainly used 
for printing inks, paints and coatings.

Market Study in Brief:

Chapter 1 analyzes the global market - inclu-
ding forecasts up to 2032: The development 
of revenues, demand, and production is de-
tailed for each region of the world. Demand is 
given for the various types of pigments: TiO2, 
Carbon Black, Iron oxide, Other inorganic pig-
ments, and Organic pigments.
Moreover, the different applications are exa-
mined. The following are considered individu-
ally: Paints and coatings, broken down into the 
submarkets: Construction industry, Transpor-
tation, Industry, Others; Plastics, divided into: 
Packaging, Construction industry, Industry, 
Others; Paper; Construction materials; Print-
ing inks, split into: Offset printing, Flexo print-
ing, Others; Other applications.

Chapter 2 analyzes 31 countries in detail in 
terms of demand, export, import, production, 
and revenues. The data regarding demand per 
country is split by pigment types and applica-
tions. In addition, demand for the individual 
pigment types per application is provided.

Chapter 3 provides a useful directory of the 62 
most important manufacturers of pigments, 
for example, Altana, DIC, Heubach, Lanxess, 
Merck, Sibelco, Venator, and Vibrantz.
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*Note: The profiles are assigned to the country in which the company 
or holding is headquartered. Profiles also include JVs and subsidiaries.

3 Company Profiles*
3.1  Western Europe

Austria (1 Producer)
Belgium (1)
Germany (8)
Italy (1)
Luxembourg (2)
Spain (2)
United Kingdom (1)

3.2  Eastern Europe
Czechia (1)
Poland (1)
Russia (1)
Slovenia (1)

3.3  North America 
Canada (1)
Mexico (1)
USA (11)

3.4  Asia-Pacific
China (8)
Hong Kong (1)
India (8)
Japan (9)
Singapore (1)
South Korea (1)
Taiwan (1)
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Ceresana – Your Partner in Market Research

As one of the world’s leading institutes for market 
research, we have been specializing in the areas of 
mobility, chemicals, plastics, packaging, industri-
al goods, and bio-economy for the past 22 years.

10.000 customers have already benefited from 
our analyses and forecasts. You too can choose 
from our wide range of market studies to gain 
the knowledge base for your company success!
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Thank you for your trust!
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Among the 10,000 customers who 
already trust us are:

Our market studies provide you 
with the knowledge to…

… further develop your business

… gain competitive advantages

… assess investments and innovations

… identify new business partners, target 
    groups, and markets

… anticipate risks and opportunities

… forecast supply and demand

… analyze value chains

… determine future trends and technologies

In short: strengthen your 
company.

Producers, processors, traders, suppliers, • 
as well as engineering companies

Associations, institutes, consultants, • 
banks, investors, founders, freelancers, 
entrepeneurs, and service providers

Executive boards, finance, business • 
development, strategic planning, market  
research, marketing, sales, distribution, 
R&D, and procurement
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Ceresana
Mainaustr. 34
78464 Konstanz
Germany

+49 7531 94297 0 

info@ceresana.com

www.ceresana.com

If you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to contact us.

http://www.ceresana.com


The list below includes a selection of our current studies.  
Click on any topic to receive further details:

Rigid Plastic Packaging - World

Silicones - World

Solvents - World

Stabilizers - World

Polylactic Acid (PLA) - World

Polypropylene - World

Polystyrene & EPS - World

Polyvinyl Chloride (PVC) - World

Printing Inks - Europe

Printing Inks - World

Plasticizers - World

Plastics - World

Polyethylene (HDPE) - World

Polyethylene (LDPE) - World

Polyethylene (LLDPE) - World

Plastic Injection - Europe

Plastic Pipes - Europe

Plastic Pipes - World

Plastic Windows - World

Fillers - World

Flame Retardants - World

Flexible Packaging - Europe

Food Packaging - Europe

Hybrid & Electric Cars - Europe

Insulation Material - Europe

Insulation Material - World

Composites (CFRP & GFRP) - World

Corrugated Board & Solid Board - Europe

Engineering Plastics - World

Expandable Polystyrene (EPS) - World

Fillers - Europe

Bags, Sacks & Pouches - Europe

Biocides  - World

Bioplastics - World

Carbon Black - World

Chelating Agents - World

Adhesives - World

Automotive Coatings - World

Automotive Plastics - Europe

Automotive Plastics - World

Bags, Sacks & Pouches - World

Plastic Containers - Europe

Plastic Extrusion - Europe

Plastic Films - Europe

Plastic Films - World

Plastics - Europe

Biobased Paints and Coatings - World

Biobased Adhesives - World

Plastic Caps & Closures - World

Masterbatches - World

Paints & Coatings - Europe

Paints & Coatings - World

Pigments - World

Plastic Additives - World

Plastic Caps & Closures - Europe

Labels - Europe

Surfactants - World

Synthetic Rubber - World
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Titanium Dioxide (TiO2) - World

Windows & Doors - Europe

Adhesives - Europe

Biobased Insulation Material - World
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Bioplastic Films - World

Bioplastic Packaging - World

Biobased Solvents - World

Biobased Surfactants - World
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