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This brochure provides further information on the study 
“Biobased Surfactants (1st edition)”

The Market Study in Brief

Biotechnology for the bathroom: Household 
cleaners and creams are increasingly being 
produced using bacteria and fungi, more spe-
cifically rhamnolipids and sophorolipids. Sur-
factants are among the first everyday chemical 
products that are already being produced in 
large quantities not from petroleum but from 
renewable raw materials. Ceresana has studied
the global market produced in whole or in 
part from renewable biomass, i.e. based on 
sugar or fatty alcohol from vegetable oils. The 
study forecasts that bio-based surfactants will 
reach sales of USD 34 billion by 2032. In North 
America and Europe, the researchers expect 
growth of more than 3%, and in other regions 
of the world even more than 6%.

Biobased cleaning agents for households and 
industry

Surfactants enable water and oil to mix, they 
can form foam and facilitate the detachment 
of dirt. Washing powders and liquid deter-
gents largely consist of surfactants. These 
chemicals are also used, for example, as emul-
sifiers in cosmetics, as dispersants in paints 
and printing inks or as antistatic additives in 
plastics and textile fibers. Industrial applica-
tions include the extraction of crude oil and 
the mining of ores. The most important sales 
market is household detergents and cleaning
agents, which account for around 43% of 
global sales.

Sugar as an alternative to petroleum

All surfactants consist of a water-repellent 
and a water-attracting part, both of which 
can be biobased. Ceresana analysts expect 
the greatest growth for non-ionic surfactants, 
which carry no charge. These include alkyl 
polyglycosides (APGs), currently the most 
important sugar surfactants: They can be 
produced entirely from plants, are less sensi-
tive to hardness than anionic surfactants, are 
already effective at lower temperatures and 

are considered to be more compatible with 
the environment and health. APGs could be-
come an alternative to the surfactants that are 
still most commonly used today: the anionic 
linear alkylbenzene sulfates (LAS). They foam 
strongly and have high washing power but are 
produced from petroleum and are not fully 
biodegradable.

Biochemicals in a Cocktail

In the context of the bioeconomy and climate 
protection, the circular economy and green 
chemistry, biobased surfactants promise not 
only a reduction in the ecological footprint 
and greater independence from fossil raw 
materials, but also new recycling options for 
organic waste and by-products, for example 
from the paper and wood industry or biofuel 
production. Surfactants are often mixed with 
other chemicals, in detergents, for example, 
with chelating agents, which ideally are also 
available as organic versions. 

The current market report:

Chapter 1 provides a comprehensive analysis 
of the global market - including forecasts up 
to 2032: the development of demand and 
sales is outlined for 7 world regions. Demand 
and revenues are also broken down for each 
of the applications. Demand is recorded for 
the following product types: Anionic, Cationic, 
Non-ionic, and Other surfactants.

In Chapter 2, the market is examined individu-
ally for 25 countries. Demand and revenues 
are are broken down for the following applica-
tions: Detergents & cleaning agents, Industrial 
cleaning agents, Personal care & cosmetics, 
Textiles & leather, Paints & plastics, and Others.

Chapter 3 provides 59 company profiles of 
the most important manufacturers, such as 
BASF, Clariant, Croda, JiangSu WanQi, Kao, 
Nouryon, Stepan, and Wilmar.
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Ceresana – Your Partner in Market Research

As one of the world’s leading institutes for market 
research, we have been specializing in the areas of 
mobility, chemicals, plastics, packaging, industri-
al goods, and bio-economy for the past 21 years.

10.000 customers have already benefited from 
our analyses and forecasts. You too can choose 
from our wide range of market studies to gain 
the knowledge base for your company success!
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Thank you for your trust!
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Among the 10,000 customers who 
already trust us are:

Our market studies provide you 
with the knowledge to…

… further develop your business

… gain competitive advantages

… assess investments and innovations

… identify new business partners, target 
    groups, and markets

… anticipate risks and opportunities

… forecast supply and demand

… analyze value chains

… determine future trends and technologies

In short: strengthen your 
company.

Producers, processors, traders, suppliers, •	
as well as engineering companies

Associations, institutes, consultants, •	
banks, investors, founders, freelancers, 
entrepeneurs, and service providers

Executive boards, finance, business •	
development, strategic planning, market  
research, marketing, sales, distribution, 
R&D, and procurement
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Ceresana
Mainaustr. 34
78464 Konstanz
Germany

+49 7531 94297 0 

info@ceresana.com

www.ceresana.com

If you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to contact us.

http://www.ceresana.com


The list below includes a selection of our current studies.  
Click on any topic to receive further details:

Rigid Plastic Packaging - World

Silicones - World

Solvents - World

Stabilizers - World

Polylactic Acid (PLA) - World

Polypropylene - World

Polystyrene & EPS - World

Polyvinyl Chloride (PVC) - World

Printing Inks - Europe

Printing Inks - World

Plasticizers - World

Plastics - World

Polyethylene (HDPE) - World

Polyethylene (LDPE) - World

Polyethylene (LLDPE) - World

Plastic Injection - Europe

Plastic Pipes - Europe

Plastic Pipes - World

Plastic Windows - World

Fillers - World

Flame Retardants - World

Flexible Packaging - Europe

Food Packaging - Europe

Hybrid & Electric Cars - Europe

Insulation Material - Europe

Insulation Material - World

Composites (CFRP & GFRP) - World

Corrugated Board & Solid Board - Europe

Engineering Plastics - World

Expandable Polystyrene (EPS) - World

Fillers - Europe

Bags, Sacks & Pouches - Europe

Biocides  - World

Bioplastics - World

Carbon Black - World

Chelating Agents - World

Adhesives - World

Automotive Coatings - World

Automotive Plastics - Europe

Automotive Plastics - World

Bags, Sacks & Pouches - World

Plastic Containers - Europe

Plastic Extrusion - Europe

Plastic Films - Europe

Plastic Films - World
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Biobased Paints and Coatings - World

Biobased Adhesives - World
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Masterbatches - World

Paints & Coatings - Europe
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Labels - Europe
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Bioplastic Films - World

Bioplastic Packaging - World

Biobased Solvents - World

Biobased Surfactants - World
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