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Executive Summary

Green chemistry is becoming more and more 
important for the chemical industry: The 
packaging of cosmetics and cleaning products 
increasingly promises ingredients that are 
“100% organic, vegan, biodegradable, and 
renewable”. Glycolipids, for example, can be 
obtained from corn sugar or rapeseed oil. 
Ceresana has now analyzed the European 
bio-based surfactants market for the first 
time. Surfactants are among the first every-
day chemical products that are already being 
produced in large quantities from renewable 
raw materials. Ceresana’s market researchers 
expect these “green” chemicals to generate 
sales of more than EUR 10.1 billion in Europe 
by 2034. 

Clean Surfactants for Clean Water

Natural surfactants may be more compatible 
with aquatic life and human skin than conven-
tional fossil-based products. Surfactants or 
surface-active agents can facilitate the remov-
al of dirt, form foam, and enable the mixing 
of water and oil. Because of this, they are the 
main ingredient in washing powder and liquid 
detergents. Household laundry detergents and 
natural cleaning products are by far the most 
important sales market for biosurfactants in 
Europe today, accounting for around 46% of 
total revenues. This is followed by personal 
care products and cosmetics as well as indus-
trial cleaning agents. However, the versatile 
chemicals are also used for a wide variety of 
other applications, for example as emulsi-
fiers in skin creams, as dispersing agents in 
paints and printing inks, as antistatic addi-
tives in plastics and textile fibers or as wetting 
agents in fertilizers and pesticides. There are 
surfactants in toothpaste as well as in cooling 
lubricants, extinguishing foam, disinfectants, 
and contraceptives. Industrial applications 
include ore extraction and the bioremediation 
of oil fields.

Bio-Economy with Biomass

All surfactants have a water-repellent and a 
water-attracting part, both of which can be 
bio-based. Sugar surfactants can consist of 
coconut fatty alcohols and glucose, for ex-
ample. The most important sugar surfactants 
at present are the high-foaming alkyl polygly-
cosides (APGs): non-ionic surfactants that can 
be produced purely on a plant basis. APGs are 
less sensitive to water hardness than anionic 
surfactants, effective at lower temperatures, 
skin-friendly, non-toxic, and biodegradable. 
With these environmentally friendly proper-
ties, APGs could become an alternative to 
linear alkylbenzene sulfates (LAS), the most 
widely used petrochemical surfactants today. 
Glycolipids, such as sophorolipids and rham-
nolipids, are also promising biochemicals.

The European Biosurfactants Market Report: 

Chapter 1 of the new study by Ceresana 
provides a comprehensive analysis of the 
European biosurfactants market, including 
forecasts up to 2034. The market report shows 
the development of demand (in tonnes) and 
revenues (in USD and EUR), which are then 
broken down into 6 application areas. De-
mand is also analyzed for 4 product types.

In Chapter 2, the surfactant sales for 18 Eu-
ropean countries are analyzed individually. De-
mand and revenues are examined as well and 
broken down in the same way as in chapter 1.

Chapter 3 provides detailed company profiles 
of the 30 largest bio-based surfactant manu-
facturers, including Arkema, BASF, Clariant, 
Croda, Evonik, Givaudan, Nouryon, and Syen-
sqo.
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Ceresana – Your Partner in Market Research

As one of the world’s leading institutes for market 
research, we have been specializing in the areas of 
mobility, chemicals, plastics, packaging, industri-
al goods, and bio-economy for the past 22 years.

10,000 customers have already benefited from 
our analyses and forecasts. You too can choose 
from our wide range of market studies to gain 
the knowledge base for your company’s success!
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Among the 10,000 customers who 
already trust us are:

Our market studies provide you 
with the knowledge to…

… further develop your business

… gain competitive advantages

… assess investments and innovations

… identify new business partners, target 
    groups, and markets

… anticipate risks and opportunities

… forecast supply and demand

… analyze value chains

… determine future trends and technologies

In short: strengthen your 
company.

Producers, processors, traders, suppliers, •	
as well as engineering companies

Associations, institutes, consultants, •	
banks, investors, founders, freelancers, 
entrepeneurs, and service providers

Executive boards, finance, business •	
development, strategic planning, market  
research, marketing, sales, distribution, 
R&D, and procurement

Who benefits in particular:
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Ceresana
Mainaustr. 34
78464 Konstanz
Germany

+49 7531 94297 0 

info@ceresana.com

www.ceresana.com

Please do not hesitate to contact 
us if you have any questions.
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Reliable Data and Facts for Your Knowledge Advantage:
Revenues, demand, production, import, and export until 2034•	
Macroeconomic and sector-specific explanations per country•	
Segmentation into applications, technologies, and products•	
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