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This brochure provides further information on the study 
“Bioplastic Films - World (1st edition)”

The Market Study in Brief

Wafer-thin films, often less than 1 millimeter 
thick, are one of the first areas of applica-
tion in which bioplastics are able to establish 
themselves. Although casings made from pe-
troleum products are still usually sold cheaper 
and in larger quantities, biobased materials 
do not only offer a better public image regar-
ding environmental awareness, but often also 
tangible advantages: Food packaging made 
from biodegradable plastics does not have to 
be disposed of at high cost, but can be com-
posted; organic mulch films can simply be left 
on the field and plowed under. The report 
forecasts that revenues will increase to USD 
14.2 billion by 2032.

Increasing demand for biobased films

If a film is supposed to crackle nicely, be 
transparent and permeable to water vapor, 
cellulose hydrate is hard to beat: The original 
bioplastic has been used since 1908 under 
names such as cellophane to package choco-
lates, flowers, spice jars or even cigarettes. For 
films made of polyethylene or polypropylene, 
biobased alternatives have long since ceased 
to be made only from wood or waste paper 
cellulose. Ceresana expects annual growth 
of over 14.6% in Asia, around 11% in North 
America and just over 8% in Europe.

Biobased films mainly package food products

Bags, pouches and sacks currently are the 
best-known application for bioplastics. Food 
packaging is the most important market for 
films made from bioplastics: In 2022, it ac-
counted for around 47% of their market 
volume. However, shrink and stretch films 
are by no means only used in the packaging 
industry. Bioplastic films are also used, for 
example, for labels, adhesive tapes, technical 

insulating layers or medical wound dressings. 
In horticulture, forestry and agriculture, the 
consumption of films is increasing, as well 
as in the construction industry, the printing 
industry and other sectors. Ceresana expects 
the highest CAGR of 12% for agricultural films, 
industrial films and construction films. Increa-
singly, bioplastics are even conquering high-
tech products: Membranes for water filters 
are made of polymer films, and plastic films 
are also used in batteries for electric cars.

The current Ceresana market study:

Chapter 1 analyzes the global market - includ-
ing forecasts up to 2032: The development of 
demand (tonnes) and revenues (USD and EUR) 
is presented for Europe, North America, Asia-
Pacific and the rest of the world. 

In Chapter 2, the 11 countries with the largest 
revenues generated with films are considered 
individually. Demand and revenues are pre-
sented in each case. In addition, demand is 
broken down by application:

Packaging – Food and beverages• 
Packaging – Consumer products• 
Packaging – Other• 
Agricultural films• 
Other films• 

The study provides detailed data on the use of 
the different types of bioplastics in films: 

Polylactic acid (PLA)• 
Starch-based plastics• 
Other biodegradable plastics• 
Biobased, but non-biodegradable plastics• 

Chapter 3 provides 47 profiles of the most im-
portant producers of films made from bioplas-
tics, e.g. Bio Packaging Films, Cortec, Folietec, 
Futamura, Hubei HYF, Kuraray, and Stermitz.
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*Note: The profiles are assigned to the country in which the company 
or holding is headquartered. Profiles also include JVs and subsidiaries.

3 Company Profiles*
3.1  Western Europe

Austria (2 Producers)
Germany (10)
Ireland (1)
Italy (4)
Norway (1)
Switzerland (1)
United Kingdom (2)

3.2  Eastern Europe
Slovenia (1)

3.3  North America 
Canada (2)
USA (6)

3.4  Asia-Pacific
China (7)
India (1)
Japan (3)
South Korea (1)
Taiwan (3)
Thailand (1)

3.5  Middle East
United Arab Emirates (1)
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Ceresana – Your Partner in Market Research

As one of the world’s leading institutes for market 
research, we have been specializing in the areas of 
mobility, chemicals, plastics, packaging, industri-
al goods, and bio-economy for the past 21 years.

10.000 customers have already benefited from 
our analyses and forecasts. You too can choose 
from our wide range of market studies to gain 
the knowledge base for your company success!
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Thank you 
for your trust!

Market Research Since 2002

Who benefits in particular:Your advantages at a glance

Adequately assess new projects, invest-1. 
ments and product innovations with the 
newest information.

Gain a holistic insight into your industry 2. 
– that way, you can plan and implement 
your strategies even more effectively.

Discover which markets hold the biggest 3. 
opportunities for your company and thus 
gain a decisive competitive advantage. 

Identify chances and risks early on – in 4. 
upstream and downstream markets.

Benefit from the industry knowledge of 5. 
our experienced team of experts.

Draw on reliable forecasts on countries, 6. 
application areas and products for suc-
cessful business planning.

Strengthen your negotiation powers and 7. 
gain new business partners. 

Find out which global and regional devel-8. 
opments influence supply and demand.

Producers, processors, traders, suppliers, • 
as well as engineering companies

Associations, institutes, consultants, • 
banks, investors, founders, freelancers, 
entrepeneurs, and service providers

Executive boards, finance, business • 
development, strategic planning, market  
research, marketing, sales, distribution, 
R&D, and procurement
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If you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to contact us.

Ceresana
Mainaustr. 34
78464 Konstanz
Germany

Achtung: Richtiger 
QR-CODE!!!

++49 7531 94297 0 

info@ceresana.com

www.ceresana.com

http://www.ceresana.com/en/


The list below includes a selection of our current studies.  
Click on any topic to receive further details:

Rigid Plastic Packaging - World

Silicones - World

Solvents - World

Stabilizers - World

Polylactic Acid (PLA) - World

Polypropylene - World

Polystyrene & EPS - World

Polyvinyl Chloride (PVC) - World

Printing Inks - Europe

Printing Inks - World

Plasticizers - World

Plastics - World

Polyethylene (HDPE) - World

Polyethylene (LDPE) - World

Polyethylene (LLDPE) - World

Plastic Injection - Europe

Plastic Pipes - Europe

Plastic Pipes - World

Plastic Windows - World

Fillers - World

Flame Retardants - World

Flexible Packaging - Europe

Food Packaging - Europe

Hybrid & Electric Cars - Europe

Insulation Material - Europe

Insulation Material - World

Composites (CFRP & GFRP) - World

Corrugated Board & Solid Board - Europe

Engineering Plastics - World

Expandable Polystyrene (EPS) - World

Fillers - Europe

Bags, Sacks & Pouches - Europe

Biocides  - World

Bioplastics - World

Carbon Black - World

Chelating Agents - World

Adhesives - World

Automotive Coatings - World

Automotive Plastics - Europe

Automotive Plastics - World

Bags, Sacks & Pouches - World

Plastic Containers - Europe
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Plastic Films - Europe

Plastic Films - World
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